confounding. Also, the strategy used for selecting confounders might be disputed 45 (covariates were retained in the model if they had an independent effect on asthma 46 (p<0.05), rather than if they changed the effect estimate of vaccinations on asthma). 47
Other factors than those considered by the authors may jointly affect the use of health 48 services and timeliness of immunizations, making it possible that the observed results 49 are due to residual confounding. 50
In 3708 children from a population based prospective cohort study in Leicester, UK, 4 51 we repeated the analyses proposed in this paper and, did not find a decreased risk of 52 current wheeze in children with delayed DPT vaccination (see Table I 
